




Chapters 4-6 are the heart of Spitzer’s approach to friendship as
incarnational ministry and mission.  In chapter 4, he offers seven steps
for developing friendship, steps that help people to change how they
think about their role in evangelism and discipleship.  The purpose is 
to help an individual or a congregation to change their paradigm about
church growth.  In Chapter 5, Spitzer gives practical ways to analyze
your own circles of friendship, and how to use them to create kingdom-
building friendships.  In chapter 6, he describes the Endless
Possibilities Health and Faithfulness Survey, an instrument that 
Spitzer has developed to help churches evaluate the spiritual health 
of the congregation and their faithfulness to the mission.

For the 21st century, Spitzer sees “four friendship projects” that 
will “impact how we practice discipleship and evangelism”: (1) more
authentic and deeper interracial and cross-cultural friendships, (2)
interfaith friendships where convictions and acceptance coexist, (3)
equality of friendship between women and men, and (4) friendship as 
a force for peace (pp. 137-142).

When I first read the title of this book, my reaction was bland.
There are many books already available about friendship evangelism.
But as I read the book, I realized that this work goes beyond simply
telling us that we should “make friends for Jesus.”  Spitzer has thought
this out very carefully. He has developed a practical approach that
churches can use to go beyond having a friendship evangelism pro-
gram, to transforming the local community of believers into a church
that has as its core essence an incarnational mission to the world.  This
book is more than theoretical.  It offers practical steps for incarnational-
ly making friends for discipleship and evangelism.  The exercises in the
Appendix are extremely valuable to help you analyze and proactively
shape your existing friendship patterns for advancing the Kingdom of
God.  These exercises can be used personally, in small groups, or even
for the entire congregation.  

I believe that this book is a valuable resource for pastors and con-


