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Few are the parables found in the Law and Prophets section of the
Bible, but one of these rare literary pieces is found in the tragic tale of
Gideon’s sons (Judges 9:8-15). The record of Gideon’s achievements is
dominated by his defeat of the Midianites (Judges 8), but he deserves
notoriety for his paternal accomplishments as well: 70 sons, not to
mention daughters and children born to his concubines! These 70 sons
will later play a role in a tragic demonstration of ambition gone mad.

In the shadow of his successful attack upon the Midianites, the 
elders of Israel tempted Gideon with position, power, and prestige.

Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, both you
and your son, also your son’s son, for you have delivered us from
the hand of Midian.” 








