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ANEA 510 

Archaeology & the Bible 
Spring 2023 

Dr. Randall W. Younker 

 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location:  Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

 

Class meeting times: Mar 5-9, 2023 

   Sunday: 5:00p-8:00p 

   Mon. – Thurs. 8 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 p.m. – 5:30p.m. 

Course Website:  learninghub.andrews.edu 

Instructor Telephone: W - (269) 471-3273 (Institute of Archaeology) 

Instructor Email: younker@andrews.edu 

Office location: Institute of Archaeology 206  

Office hours:  By Appointment 
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PROGRAM & COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES  

 
The following Course Learning Outcomes contribute to the overall Program Learning Outcomes by 

identifying the key learnings to be achieved by diligent work in this course:  

 
1. To understand and explain the archaeological backgrounds of biblical persons, events, customs, 

and places. 

2. To understand and explain how archaeology interacts with the Bible and how it continues to 

illuminate our understanding of the Written Word. 

3. To understand and explain the major principles used in the past to interpret the archaeological 

data and acquaint students with different methodologies used during excavations. 

4. To know and use the resources which will increase awareness of the cultures, customs, languages, 

and rituals that illuminate the background of the Bible.  

5. To understand and demonstrate archaeology’s role in relation to biblical studies and to 

discriminate between legitimate uses of archaeology and claims made for archaeology which 

exceed its proper use. 

 
 

COURSE OVERVIEW  

COURSE MATERIALS 

Required Course Materials 

1. Kenneth A Kitchen, On the Reliability of the Old Testament (Eerdmans, 2006
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US Credit-Hour Regulations 

For every semester credit, the Andrews University credit hour definition requires that:
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Class Attendance 

Students are required to be physically present on every class period of the course. Attendance is 

required because much of the learning process takes place in the classroom (see, Seminary 

Bulletin). Absence, tardiness, and non-participation in class discussions will negatively reflect on 

final grade.  Active and positive class participation will enhance your academic success. 

Passing Grades 

Students must have 65% of all class assignments to pass the course. 

Submission of Assignments 

Reading report due March 15, 2023. 

Late Submission   

Late submission is not possible. 
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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 

 

Randall W. Younker is Professor of Archaeology and the History of Antiquity 

and Director of the Institute of Archaeology at Andrews University in Berrien 

Springs, Michigan.  He received his M.A. and Ph.D. in Near Eastern 

Archaeology from the University of Arizona under William G. Dever.  He 

also holds a degree in Religion and an MA in Teaching Biology (Pacific Union 

College).  Randy has been a field archaeologist for the last 43 years working 

in Israel, Jordan, Cyprus, Turkey and Sicily where he has directed and co-

directed numerous archaeological projects.  He has co-edited eight books and 

published or co-published over 75 scholarly and professional articles and 

reviews.  His publications include contributions to the Anchor Bible 

Dictionary, The Archaeology of Society in the Holy Land (edited by Tom 

Levy), and Peoples of the Old Testament World (1998), the Oxford Handbook 

on the Archaeology of the Levant (2014) and The Old Testament in Archaeology and History (2017).  He 

also edited and contributed to Ancient Ammon (1999) and Crossing Jordan (2007) and The Madaba Plains 

Project: Forty Years of Archaeological Research into Jordan’s Past (2011); The Ammonites in the World 

of Israel (2023).  He was also a consultant for the National Geographic publication, The Letter and the 

Scroll: What Archaeology tells us about the Bible (2009).   
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¶  Plagiarism in which one fails to give credit every time use is made of another person’s ideas or 

exact words, whether in a formal paper or in submitted notes or assignments. Credit is to be given 

by use of:  

o Correctly designed and inserted footnotes each time one makes use of another 

individual’s research and/or ideas; and  

o 

/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu


mailto:helpdesk@andrews.edu
mailto:dlit@andrews.edu
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php
http://www.learninghub.andrews.edu/
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APPENDIX 1
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APPENDIX  4: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS & RESOURCES 

 

List of books and journal articles from which the materials/information for the class were drawn: 

 

Aharoni, Y. 

1982 The Archaeology of the Land of the Bible. Translated by Anson Rainey. Philadelphia: 

Westminster Press. 

Albright, W. F. 

1971 The Archaeology of Palestine. Glouchester: Peter Smith.
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Hoffmeier, J. K. 

1997 Israel in Egypt: The Evidence For the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition. New York: 

Oxford University. 

Hoffmeier, J. K., and Millard, A., eds. 

2004 The Future of Biblical Archaeology: Reassessing Methodologies and Assumptions. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 

Horn, S. H. 

1978 Biblical Archaeology After 30 Years (1948-1978). Berrien Springs: Horn Archaeological 

Museum. 

 1980 The Spade Confirms the Book. Rev. ed. Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Publishing 

Association. 

Kaiser, W. C.; and Garrett, D., eds. 

2006 Archaeological Study Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 

Kenyon, K. M. 

1979 Archaeology in the Holy Land. London: Ernest Benn Ltd. 

Kenyon, K. M., and P. R. S. Moorey 

1987 The Bible and Recent Archaeology. Atlanta: John Knox Press. 

King, P. J., and Stager, L. E. 

2001 Life in Biblical Israel. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press. 

Kitchen, K. A. 

1966 Ancient Orient and Old Testament. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press. 

1977 The Bible in its World Today. Downers Grove: Inter Varsity Press. 

2003 On the Reliability of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 

Lapp, P. W. 

1969 Biblical Archaeology and History. New York: The World Publishing Company. 

Mazar, A. 

1990 Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, vol. 1 (10,000-586 B.C.E.). New York: Doubleday. 

Meyers, E. M., ed. 

1997 The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East. 5 vols. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Millard, A. R., and Wiseman, D. J. 

1980 Essays on the Patriarchal Narratives. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns. 

Orlinsky, H. M., ed. 

1981 Israel Exploration Journal Reader, 2 vols. Jersey City, NJ: Ktav. 

Prichard, J. 

1969 Ancient Near Eastern Texts. 3rd. ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press.  

Richard, S., ed. 

2003 Near Eastern Archaeology: A Reader. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns 

Schoville, K. N. 

1978 Biblical Archaeology in Focus. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 

Stern, E. 

2001 Archaeology of the Land of the Bible, vol. 2: The Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian 

Periods (732-332 B.C.E.). New York: Doubleday. 

Stern, E., ed. 

1993 The New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land. 4 vols. New 

York: Simon& Schuster. 

Stern, E.; Geva, H.; and Paris, A. 

2008 New Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land, vol. 5 (Supplemental 

Volume). Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society. 

Thomas, D. W. 

1978 Archaeology and Old Testament Study. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
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Thompson, J. A. 

 1982 The Bible and Archaeology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans. 

Unger, M. F. 

1966 Archaeology and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

Wiseman, D. J., and E. Yamauchi 

1981 Archaeology and the Bible: An Introductory Study. Grand Rapids: Zondervan. 

Wright, G. E., and D. N. Freedman 

1961 The Biblical Archaeologist Reader. Vol. 1. Garden City: Doubleday & Company. 

Wright, G. E. 

1962 Biblical Archaeology. Philadelphia: Westminster Press. 

Yamauchi, E. 

1972 The Stones and the Scriptures. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House. 

 

For additional books and articles, see also the Seminary Library Portal at 

http://libguides.andrews.edu/religion 

1961

http://libguides.andrews.edu/religion

