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Samuel Pagán, Ph.D. 

SYNOPSIS OF THE COURSE 

CLASS & CONTACT INFORMATION 

Class location:
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Your degree program seeks to help you achieve the Program Learning Outcomes basic to your chosen 

https://youtu.be/6ae_iCOGxyo


https://vimeo.com/430082761


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dBcznrAFNKQ
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In order to achieve the outcomes of this course, learning time will be distributed as follows: 

 
Professional Masters’ 

Programs 
Academic Masters’ 

Programs 

 3 credits    

Instructor 
Contact 
Hours 

Face to Face Instructional Time  37 hrs    

Instructor-Directed Activities 8 hrs    

Independent 
Learning 
Activities 

Reading required course material 20 hrs    

Primary Source Report 10 hrs    

Preparing for and taking the  
final exam 

15 hrs    

Research paper 45 hrs    

Total Hours: 135 hrs    

SDATS GUIDELINES FOR CALCULATING ASSIGNMENT LOADS 

Average reading speed:  15-20 pages/hour for light reading not to be tested on 
10-15 pages/hour for heavy reading for exams 

Writing time: 2.5 – 3 hours/double spaced page, from start to finished 
product 

Reflective Writing Assignment: 0.5 hour per page 

An Online Assignment Load Calculator is available at: www.cte.rice.edu/workload/ 

GUIDELINES FOR COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Grades are based on the independent learning activities below 

http://www.cte.rice.edu/workload/
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Reading Report should be submitted as one document through LearningHub by March 
6, 2022.  

Video Report: 20 points 

Following the course schedule above, watch the four (4) assigned videos by their due 
date, and report your critical feedback on Learninghub.andrews.edu by March 10, 
2022. 

10% 

Final Exam: 50 points 

A final exam will be given on Friday, March 11, 2022, at 8:00 am.  The take-home 
exam will cover the lectures of the entire course and the readings.  The exam will 
consist of several essays that require analysis, synthesis, evaluation, and application.  
Students must upload their exam on learning hub the following Monday, March 14, 
by 6:00 pm. 

30% 

Primary Source Report: 50 points 

Students will choose and read five (5) primary sources from the primary Source 
Materials (See LearningHub). Then students will write a statement for each source read 
indicating (a) the title and page numbers that you read, (b) and how, in your opinion, 
does this document contribute to a better understanding of Adventist beliefs and/or 
mission.  An electronic copy of the primary source report (5 reports) should be 
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Total 230 Points 100% 

* For grading rubrics that specify grading criteria in more detail, see Appendices. 

In order to make grading fair for everyone, grades will be assigned on the basis of the above 
requirements alone. No individual arrangements will be made for those requesting last minute grade 
adjustment or extra credit. 

(The AU Bulletin states that: “An Incomplete (I) indicates that the student’s work is incomplete because 
of illness or unavoidable circumstances and not because of negligence or inferior performance. Students 
will be charged an incomplete fee for each incomplete grade issued.” DGs are not an option for most 
types of courses.) 
 
Late Submission 

Because student assignments are an essential part of class activities, assignments turned in after the time 
they are due will be worth a maximum of 50% of possible points. Any requests for extra time on an 
assignment must be made in advance with the professor. Such requests should be a rarity and should be 
accompanied by a valid reason why the work could not be done by the date due. Late submissions are not 
accepted if no request for extra time accompanied by a valid reason was made in advance with the 
professor. 
 
Class Time Management 
 
Due to the time constraints of a five-day intensive course, we will approach the teaching of the class in 
the following way. The professor will give 50-minutes lectures. After each segment there will be a quick 
10-minute break. Since students’ questions and interaction contribute to the course learning outcomes 
(CLO), all questions relating to the lectures are welcomed. For general questions the professor can be 
reached by email and/or the Learning Hub interface. 

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 

Samuel Pagán De Jesús is a Latin-American of Puerto Rican ancestry. Though he grew 
up in Lancaster, PA, his teenage years were spent in Puerto Rico. After graduating 
with a BA in Theology from the Universidad Adventista de las Antillas (UAA), Puerto 
Rico, he returned to the United States in 1993 where he then pastored in bilingual 
and multicultural settings for a few years. In 1999 he earned a Master of Divinity 
from the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary of Andrews University (AU). 
After pastoring and church planting he returned to AU in 2011 to pursue a PhD in 
Historical Theology. During this time, he has served as adjunct professor for the 
Interamerican Adventist Theological Seminary (SETAI) program in Jamaica, Mexico, 
and Cuba, for Griggs University School of Distance Education and the Seventh-day Adventist Theological 
Seminary (SDATS), in Berrien Springs, MI. He has written various papers addressing Adventist theological 
issues, and contributed to the publication of Enseñanzas Bíblicas de la Fe Adventista with a chapter 
entitled El Milenio y el Fin del Pecado. He enjoys researching the 19th and 20th-century American 
evangelical movement as it relates to modern and post-modern Christianity in general and Adventism in 
particular. He has given dozens of church seminars on Adventist theological and historical developements
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scholar Desmond Ford with evangelical renowned scholar F. F. Bruce on the topic of justification by faith 
and the implications for Seventh-day Adventists’ understanding of righteousness by faith. 

Samuel is married to Carmen Escarfullery (IT Support Specialist) and they have an adult daughter, Keren 
(PhD in Bioethics) married to Ryan Tanguay (DDS), and their first grandson, baby Isaac. Other than biking, 
singing, and taking long walks, the Pagáns enjoy their two furry friends, Levi and Tweety. 

ATTENDANCE  

Regular attendance is required at all classes and other academic appointments. When the total number 
of absences exceeds 10% 



/academics/academic_integrity.html
mailto:disabilities@andrews.edu
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Communications and Updates 

Email is the official form of communication at Andrews University.  Students are responsible for 
checking their Andrews University e-mail, Moodle, and iVue alerts regularly. The Learning Hub is the 

mailto:helpdesk@andrews.edu
mailto:dlit@andrews.edu
http://andrews.edu/hdchat/chat.php
http://www.learninghub.andrews.edu/
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APPENDIX 1: INTERPRETING LETTER GRADES 

Letter Grades and Percentages 

95-100% A 

90-94% A- 

85-89% B+ 

80-84% B    

75-79% B- 

70-74% C+ 

65-69% C    

60-64% C-   

55-59% D 

THE B GRADE  

The B grade is a sign that you have competently fulfilled all of the requirements stipulated for an 
assessment or competency evaluation.  It is a very good grade and demonstrates a high level of the 
knowledge, insight, critical competence and professional presentation standards essential for an 
individual wishing to pursue a career as a professional leader in ministry. 

THE A GRADE  

An A grade is given only when a student not only fulfills the criteria for a B grade, but in doing so 
demonstrates an advanced academic aptitude for content knowledge, critique, synthesis and 
independent insight, while exhibiting highly developed communication skills and professional 
publication standards that would allow them to pursue a highly competitive academic career. 

THE C GRADE 

The C grade differs only from a B grade in that the traits outlined in the B grade above are not 
consistently applied.  However, with diligence and by applying feedback from your lecturer, the 
academic process can provide opportunity for a student to improve their consistency, and hence, their 
grade. 

THE D GRADE 

The D grade points to a limited level of knowledge, insight, and critique, as well as to inadequate quality 
of written work.  This may be because of a lack of time management on the part of the student, 
difficulty grasping the concepts being taught, use of English as a second language, or a personal issue 
that is affecting one’s concentration and motivation levels.  Again, with diligence, applying feedback 
from your lecturer, and seeking services offered by the University like the writing lab or the counseling 
center, the academic process can provide an opportunity for a student to significantly improve their 
performance. 

THE F GRADE 
A failing grade is given when very limited or no demonstrable competency has been observed. 
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APPENDIX 2: ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC OF RESEARCH PAPER 

 

Criteria 

Category 

 Excellent 

(5) 

Very Good 

(4) 

Good  

(3) 

Fair 

(2) 

Poor 

(1) 

Absent 

(0) 

Score 

10 % Introduction Introduction is 
engaging, states main 
topic and clearly 
previews the paper. 

Introduction states 
main topic and 
adequately previews 
the paper.  

Introduction states 
main topic but does 
not adequately 
preview the paper. 

Introduction does not 
state main topic and 
does not adequately 
preview the paper. 

Unclear and 
convoluted 
introduction. 

No introduction ____ / 10 

5 % Purpose or Thesis Clearly and concisely 
states the paper’s 
purpose in a single 
sentence, which is 
engaging, and thought 
provoking. 

The purpose is stated 
and is succinct, clear 
and has more than 
one sentence. 

The purpose is stated 
but is not succinct, not 
very clear and has 
more than one 
sentence. 

The purpose is not 
clearly stated or not 
easily understandable. 

The purpose is not 
stated and/or 
unintelligible. 

No purpose given ____ / 5 

10 % Content Balanced presentation 
of relevant 
information that 
clearly supports the 
purpose. Thoughtful, 
in-depth analysis of 
the topic. Reader 
gains important 
insight. 

Information is directly 
related to the 
purpose. Good 
analysis of the topic. 
Reader gains 
profitable insight. 

Information is only 
partly related to the 
purpose. Some 
analysis of the topic. 
Reader gains some 
insight. 

Information is 
somewhat 
disconnected from 
the purpose. Analysis 
is somewhat vague or 
confused. Reader 
gains little insight. 

Information is 
disconnected from or 
unrelated to the 
purpose. Analysis is 
vague or confused. 
Reader gains no 
insight.  

 ____ / 10 
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