
ON THE UNIQUE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST IN THE CHURCH  
A STATEMENT OF THE SEVENTH-­­DAY ADVENTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY  

 
Preamble  
  
We, the faculty of the Seventh-­­day Adventist Theological Seminary, affirm that Christ is the 
only Head of the Church (Eph 1:22; 5:23; Col 1:18). Therefore, while there exists legitimate 
leadership in the Church, no other human being may rightfully claim a headship role in the 
Church. As Head of the Church, Christ provides the ultimate manifestation of God’s love 
(Eph 5:23, 25), demonstrating and vindicating God’s moral government of love (Rom 3:4,  
25-­­26 5:8), and thus defeating the counterfeit government of the usurping “ruler of this  
world” (John 1
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Ezek 28:12-­­19; cf. Rev 12:7-­­9). In the history of the Great Controversy, the usurping “ruler 
of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; cf. 2 Cor 4:4), although defeated at the cross, 
continues his quest to exalt himself by dominating others. He 
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others to willing service in love (Gal 5:13). All authority “in heaven and on earth” was given 
to Christ (Matt 28:18), but Christ does not remove graciously endowed free will and force 
His created human beings into obedience, but “loved [us] and gave Himself up for us” (Eph 
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a Church, we thus give decision-­­making authority not to any single president or 
chairperson, but to committees, where those that lead the group are seeking the wisdom 
and, where possible, consensus of the group. 

 
God’s remnant, then, will treasure a system of Church government, authority, and 
leadership that reflects (as much as is humanly possible) the ideal of God’s government of 
love, within which moral freedom is cherished and leaders are the humble servants of all, 
even as Christ gave Himself up for all. This very kind of humble servant leadership, 
grounded in love, was perfectly modeled by Christ who, as unique “head of the church . . . 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her” (Eph 5:23, 25), supremely exemplifying 
God’s character and moral government of love. 

 
The Unique and Non-­­Transferable Headship of Christ 

 
Scripture affirms that the Son is eternally equal with the Father and the Spirit (Col 2:9; Heb 
1:3; Matt 28:19; John 1:1; 5:18; 8:58; 14:9; Phil 2:6; Rom 9:5; Col 1:15-­­17; DA 469, 530; GC 
495; 7ABC 437-­­40; TM 252; TA 209; RH April 5, 1906). Scripture also affirms the temporary 
voluntary functional subordination of Christ the Son in order to accomplish the salvation of 
humanity (John 5:19; 8:28, 54; 14:10, 28; 17:5; Phil 2:7-­­11; Col 1:18-­­20; Eph 1:23; Heb 1:8; 
1 Cor 15:20-­­28; Isa 9:6-­­7; Dan 7:13-­­14; Rev 11:15; PP 34; RH, Oct 29, 1895; RH, June 15, 
1905; FLB 76). The interpersonal relationships within the Trinity provide the ultimate 
model of love and self-­­sacrifice for us. As such, they do not furnish a model for a top-­­down 
governmental structure for human leadership within the Church. 

 
According to Scripture, Christ is the only Head of the Church and the human members of 
Christ’s Church collectively (male and female) make up the body of Christ (Eph 1:22-­­23; 
5:23; Col 1:18; 2:19; cf. 1 Cor 11:3; Col 2:10). Likewise, Ellen White counsels: “Christ, not 
the minister, is the head of the church” (ST Jan. 27, 1890), and “Christ is the only Head of 
the church” (21MR 274; cf. DA 817, GC 51). Neither Scripture nor the writings of Ellen 
White apply the language of headship in the Church to anyone other than Christ. Further, 
neither Scripture nor the writings of Ellen White endorse any transfer of the role of head in 
the home to roles within the Church body. 

 
Since Christ is the only Head of the Church, no other can be head of the Church. That is, 
headship in the Church is unique to Christ and is non-­­transferable. All those who would 
follow Christ’s method of ministry cannot do so by taking on His role of headship in the 
Church but by serving others in accordance with the “mind of Christ” (cf. Phil 2:5) and 
God’s moral government of love. Deviation from the unique headship of Christ in the 
Church follows the enemy’s practice of domination and counterfeit government, which 
directly contradicts and opposes God’s moral government of love. 

 
Accordingly, the role of “head” in the home (Eph 5:23) is not transferable to the realm of the 
Church. Indeed, the idea that the role of “head” in the home would or should transfer to 
other realms is a fallacious non sequitur (that is, the transfer from one realm to another 
does not follow logically). For example, one’s role in the home obviously does not translate 
into a similar or analogous role in one’s workplace. 
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In all this, every gift and ministry is nothing without love, for “the greatest of these is love” 
(1 Cor 13:13; cf. all of chapter 13; cf. Rom 12:3-­­10; Eph 4:11-­­16). Here again, the unselfish 
love that is central to God’s moral government should be reflected in humble service to one 
another within Christ’s body and bride, the Church. 

 
This is reflected in Seventh-­­day Adventist Fundamental Belief No. 14, “Unity in the Body of 
Christ,” which reads in part: “The church is one body with many members, called from 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. In Christ we are a new creation; distinctions of 
race, culture, learning, and nationality, and differences between high and low, rich and 
poor, male and female, must not be divisive among us. We are all equal in Christ, who by 
one Spirit has bonded us into one fellowship with Him and with one another; we are to 
serve and be served without partiality or reservation.” 

 
There is no third category between the Head and body of Christ, or between the 
corresponding bridegroom (Christ) and bride (the Church). The minister is not to be 
separate from the body of Christ, but is likewise a member of Christ’s body and thus plays a 
non-­­elitist role in service to and alongside the other members that corresponds to the 
individual’s Spirit-­­bestowed gifts and accords with the priesthood of all believers (1 Pet 
2:5-­­9; Rev 1:6; 5:10; cf. Ex 19:5-­­6). Because it is the Spirit who gives gifts to each one (male 
and female) as He wills (1 Cor 12:11; cf. 12, 18, 19, 27-­­31; Joel 2:28-­­
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leadership is unique. 
2.   We deny that any human can rightly assume a headship role within the Church. 


