
•	 �Registering for 8 or more credits of course work and/or 
dissertation and/or internship.

•	 �Registering for 4 or more credits of dissertation.
For students who have completed all requirements for the degree 
except the dissertation, full-time status requires all of the following:
•	 �Registering for one or more credits of dissertation or 

dissertation continuation;
•	 �Doing “full-time” work on the dissertation or internship as 

defined by at least 24 hours a week or 720 hours per year and 
confirmation of same by the dissertation chair.

Bulletin Requirements. A student may choose to meet the 
requirements of any bulletin in force after acceptance into the 
doctoral program, as long as he/she maintains active status. If a 
break of enrollment occurs and the student is placed on inactive 
status, he/she must meet the requirements of a bulletin in effect 
after enrollment resumes.

Progression Through the Program

Course Plan. Upon acceptance into the program, the student 
is assigned an advisor by the director of the program. Normally 
within the first 16 credits of study the student and advisor 
prepare a course plan for completing the degree requirements. 
This course plan must be approved by the Religious Education 
0ffice.

Comprehensive Examination. Early in their program, students 
should obtain a copy of the Comprehensive Examination 
Guidelines from the Religious Education office.
	 All prerequisites and regular course requirements of 48 
credits or more must be completed before the student sits for the 
comprehensive examination. The comprehensive examination 
consists of eight sections, one of which may be given in a take-
home format, one of which may be a portfolio presentation, 
and six of which must be written in a supervised environment. 
The examination occurs on the dates published in the academic 
calendar for School of Education doctoral comprehensive 
examinations. See also the Seminary calendar on p. 344.
	 Formal application to take the comprehensive examination 
should be made by the beginning of the semester preceding the 
semester the student intends to take the examination.
	 For more detailed information regarding the comprehensive 
examination, see the Religious Education Doctoral Handbook.

Advancement to Candidacy. Students should apply for 
advancement to degree candidacy when they apply to take 
comprehensive examinations and after they have
•	 completed all prerequisites;
•	 removed any English language deficiency;
•	 completed all course requirements or are registered for them;
•	 �removed all deferred grades, except in DSRE878 Advanced 

Scholarly and Professional Development and DSRE950 
Synthesis in Religious Education.

The student is advanced to degree candidacy after passing the 
comprehensive examination.

Dissertation Committee. Before the student registers for 
EDRM880 Dissertation Proposal Development, the student—in 
consultation with his/her advisor—selects a tentative dissertation 
topic. The program director, in consultation with the student and 
advisor then appoints a faculty member knowledgeable about 
the tentative topic to chair the student's dissertation committee. 

•	 �Demonstrate the candidate's competence for independent 
research

•	 �Reveal the candidate's familiarity with and proficiency in 
handling the relevant literature

•	 �Present a logically organized, methodologically sound, and 
readable account of the investigation, findings, conclusions, 
and implications of the study.

	 See the Religious Education Doctoral Handbook for more 
information on dissertation preparation.

Oral Defense of the Dissertation. The candidate must orally 
defend his/her dissertation. The defense date is set and 
announced by the director of the Religious Education Program at 
least two weeks before the defense. No defenses are scheduled 
during the final two weeks of a term or during the interim 
between semesters.
	 See the Religious Education Doctoral Handbook for more 
information on the oral defense of the dissertation.

PHD: BIBLICAL AND ANCIENT 
NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

Randall W. Younker, Director

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to the 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern 
Archaeology is to provide teacher-scholars for church-operated 
colleges, seminaries and universities around the world. 
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Areas of Specialization
When students apply to the PhD program in Biblical and Ancient 
Near Eastern Archaeology they may select one of two areas 
of emphasis: Biblical Archaeology or Ancient Near Eastern 
Archaeology and Anthropology. Each emphasis has areas of 
specialized study as listed below:



	 Area of Concentration	 33
	 Area of Cognate	 9
	 Required Courses	 6
		�  GSEM854 Dissertation Proposal Seminar (3),  

GSEM860 Teaching Religion in College (3)
	 Dissertation	 16
		  GSEM995 Dissertation (1–12)
		�  (Students with recognized teaching experience at the 

college/graduate level may substitute a course in either the 
emphasis or cognate area for GSEM860.)

•	 �Take all course work at the Seminary on the 600-, 800-, and 
900-levels; some non-seminary graduate courses may be 
approved by the student's doctoral committee in consultation 
with the director of the program.

•	 �Take a minimum of 24 credits on the 800- and 900-levels.
•	 �Take at least two semesters of formal full-time study 

consecutively and in residence, registering each semester for 
no fewer than 8 credits. At least 33 credits (of the minimum 48) 
must be taken in residence (residence includes field work if 
taken from Andrews University).

•	 �Attend doctoral colloquia, worships and assemblies.
•	 �Achieve grades of B (3.00) or better and/or S. Only such grades 

are counted toward the degree requirements. No more than 
15 credits in courses with an S grade may be applied to the 
program requirements. If students fall below this minimum 
GPA, they are placed on probation and can regain regular 
standing only after having again reached the B (3.00) level. 
The matriculation of students with grades below B may be 
terminated after review by the program committee. Students 
who accumulate more than three grades of C or below (2.00 or 
below) are not allowed to continue in the doctoral program.

Full Course Load. The full-time load for regular course work is 8 
to 12 credits per semester. Sponsored students are expected to take 
a full load of 12 credits per semester. On-campus students who are 
registered for GSEM880, GSEM888 (non-credit courses) are counted 
as full-time students. Students who register for GSEM995 are also 
counted as full-time students if the work is done on campus and 
they register for 16 credits in a maximum of six semesters.

Time Limits. Students are required to finish all regular course 
work and take the comprehensive exams within five years of the 
initial registration in the program, and to complete all degree 
requirements within ten years of initial registration. Also, 
students must complete the dissertation including a formal 
defense and subsequent revisions in five years or less from the 
time the comprehensive examinations are passed. The two five-
year time limits apply independently, so that shortening one does 
not lengthen the other.

Dissertation Advisory Committee
•	 �By the time that students register for GSEM854 Dissertation 

Proposal Seminar, they, in consultation with the program 
director, should select a tentative dissertation topic and 
a dissertation advisory committee. The program director 
appoints as the chair of each student dissertation advisory 
committee, a faculty member in agreement with the tentative 
topic. During the same semester, students and their committee 
chairs should select two additional faculty members to 
complete the student dissertation advisory committee, so 
that, where possible, all three members may contribute to the 
development of the dissertation proposal. All three members 
of each student dissertation advisory committee must approve 
the proposal before it is presented to the program committee.

•	 �At least six weeks before the time of the dissertation defense, 
the program director, in consultation with the dean of the 
Seminary, appoints two additional members to the dissertation 
committee. One of these persons, the external examiner, is 
normally a scholar from another graduate institution.

Comprehensive Examinations
Students are required to pass four comprehensive examinations 
within a four-week period designated by the program committee. 
Three of these examinations are set in the principal area of study 
and one in the cognate area. At least two of these examinations 
must be in the regular written format, each lasting between four 
and six hours, up to two of the four examinations may be given in 
the oral and/or take-home formats.
	 The course requirements of 48 credits must be completed 
before students can take comprehensive examinations.
	 The comprehensive examinations determine students’ 
proficiencies in the major area of emphasis and in the cognate 
area of study, familiarity with pertinent literature, and skills in 
criticism and analysis.
	 Students’ applications to take the comprehensive examinations 
are also an application for advancement to candidacy, which is 
granted subject to passing all comprehensive examinations.

Dissertation Proposal
While taking the course GSEM854 Dissertation Proposal Seminar, 
under the guidance of the course instructor and the chair of 
the dissertation advisory committee, students begin to work 
on the dissertation proposal. During the following semesters, 
but normally not later than the last semester of course work, 
students should submit a final proposal that is approved by the 
dissertation advisory committee and prepared for submission 
to the program committee. The program committee grants final 
approval for the dissertation topic.

Dissertation
The dissertation prepared by the PhD candidate must
•	 Make an original contribution to scholarship,
•	 �Demonstrate the candidate's competence to do independent 

research,
•	 �Reveal the candidate's familiarity with and proficiency in 

handling the pertinent literature, and 
•	 �Present a logically organized, methodologically sound, and 

readable account of the investigation, findings, conclusions 
and implications of the study. 

	 The chair of each student dissertation advisory committee 
guides students in the research in consultation with other 
members of the committee. As a rule, a calendar year or more is 
needed for dissertation preparation.
	 The dissertation is normally written in SBL style and is 
typically between 250 and 300 pages in length.
	 Once the dissertation is completed and approved by each 
student dissertation advisory committee, a date is set for an oral 
defense.
	 Consult the doctoral student handbook for more details 
regarding the various steps to be taken by students during this 
program.
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