
have been taken, the candidate must register for GSEM888 
every semester, and pay a continuation fee ($100.00) until the 
dissertation is completed and the defense held, or until the time 
limit has expired.

Dissertation Preparation
•	 The dissertation prepared by the PhD candidate must
	 1.	Make an original contribution to scholarship.
	 2.	�Demonstrate the candidate's competence to do independent 



•	 By passing language proficiency examinations.
•	� By taking specified language courses (e.g., advanced courses in 

Hebrew and Greek and FREN502 and GRMN502) at Andrews 
University and earning a grade of B or above.

If French or German (or a substitute modern language) is the 
student's native language and he/she has been using it regularly, 
no special demonstration of competency is required for that 
language.

Foreign language requirements for the ThD program are listed 
below:

Biblical Languages: Advanced Level Hebrew and Greek
Modern Languages: Reading knowledge of French and German

Language Substitution. Another foreign language may be 
substituted for either French or German (but not for both) if the 
substitution is warranted by the student's program. The student 
must submit a petition requesting the substitution and indicating 
a rationale for the request. The student's adviser and the program 
director must approve the petition before the substitution is 
allowed.
	 Because of the amount of study and the length of time usually 
required in developing prerequisite-level skill in languages, the 
PhD-ThD Committee may require applicants to clear all the 
language prerequisites prior to admission.

Advanced Standing. A limited amount of post-MDiv work may 
be accepted by transfer from an accredited institution (including 
Andrews University), giving the student an advanced standing 
in the ThD program. The credits must be applicable to the ThD 
requirements and have been earned within a six-year period before 
the student's enrollment in the program. All transfer courses must 
carry a grade of B or better. An Andrews University MTh student 



GSEM625	 (3–4)
Religious Liberty Issues and Advocacy
A survey of religious liberty principles and cases from an 
Adventist perspective with an emphasis on the contemporary U.S. 
setting, including a review of major historical developments and a 
look at trends shaping the future.

GSEM626	 (2–3)
Contemporary Adventist Theological Issues
Study of contemporary theological issues and their impact on the 
message, life and mission of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
The content of the course may vary from year to year.

GSEM627	 (3)
Issues in Daniel and Revelation
Hermeneutics and exegesis of Daniel and Revelation in the 
original languages, focusing on issues pertaining to use of these 
books in evangelistic preaching. Daniel 7–9 and Revelation 10–14 
receive particular attention. Intermediate level Greek and Hebrew 
required.

GSEM648	 (variable)
Workshop

GSEM670	 (1–12)
Guided Study Tour of the Bible Lands
The principal sites of historical and archaeological interest in the 
countries of the Bible surrounding the eastern Mediterranean, 
including Egypt, Sinai, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, and Jordan. Weekly: 
2 or 3 lectures.

GSEM678	 (1–8)
Church History Study Tour
Provides a variety of guided study tours to places of interest in 
general Christian and denominational history. Repeatable with 
different sites or eras.

GSEM688	 (0)
Master's Degree Continuation

GSEM695	 (2–3)
Research Project

GSEM697	 (3–9)
Thesis for MA Degree

GSEM698	 (2–8)
Thesis for Master of Divinity Degree

GSEM699	 (2–8)
Thesis for Master of Theology Degree

GSEM850	 (2)
Research Seminar
An introduction to research methods and tools.

GSEM854	 (3)
PhD-ThD Dissertation Proposal Seminar
Advanced research techniques and tools, with preparation of a 
tentative proposal, or pre-proposal, for a dissertation in the field 
of religion.

GSEM860	 (3)
Teaching Religion in College
Furnishes PhD and ThD students with insights into the practice 

of using basic techniques, tools, and procedures for meaningful 
instruction in the field of religion.

GSEM880	 (0)
Preparation for PhD-ThD Comprehensive Examinations
Qualifies for full-time status.

GSEM888	 (0)
PhD-ThD Dissertation Continuation
Qualifies for full-time status.

GSEM995	 (1–12)
PhD-ThD Dissertation
May take 1–12 credits to qualify for full-time status.




