Christian education and undergird a theology of Christian teaching
applicable to discipling and teaching ministries.

RLED870 (1-4)
Advanced Studies:

Individual or group studies in a specific area of Religious
Education designed to meet program competencies. Repeatable.
By permission of advisor and teacher.

RLED878 0)
Advanced Professional Development

Represents student initiatives for developing sustainable habits of
scholarship and includes such things as attendance at colloquia,
special-event lectures, and professional conferences; presentation
of scholarly papers; and teaching experiences. DG will be given
until experiences are documented in the portfolio. Graded S/U.

RLED885 (1-5)
Field Practicum:

Supervised religious education experience for the advanced student’s
chosen area of specialty such as family life, children’s ministry,
youth ministry, academy or college teaching, editorial work, etc.
Permission of advisor and practicum supervisor required. Graded S/U.

RLED887 (1-3)
Applied Research

A planned research experience dealing with a research question

in the area of religious education. The student identifies a faculty
member or members with whom to engage in collaborative
research study leading to joint publication. Project to support
competency for dissertation research.

RLED888 0)
Dissertation Continuation
Reduced tuition rate applies.

RLED930 3)
Seminar:

Group study in specified areas of Religious Education. Repeatable.
Permission of advisor and instructor required.

RLED950 3)
Synthesis in Religious Education

A capstone course in which students synthesize their learning
experiences by examining the structure of the discipline, discussing
its major issues, and reviewing its basic literature. Students make
portfolio presentations to demonstrate program competencies.
Preferably taken in the last semester of course work.

RLED995

Doctoral Dissertation
To be repeated to 14 credits. Doctoral candidates may not register
for a cumulative total of more than 4 dissertation credits until they
have successfully completed EDRM880 or GSEM854, and their
dissertation proposal has been approved.

(1-14)

Roy E. Gane, Director

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to the
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD): Religion is to provide teacher-scholars
for church-operated colleges, seminaries, and universities around
the world. For more detailed guidelines and scheduling see the PhD
in Religion Handbook. A copy may be accessed online at: www.
andrews.edu/SEM/Articles/PhD/PhDinReligionHandbook.pdf.
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When students apply tb the PhD program in religion, they select
one of the five areas of study listed below.

Adventist Studies

» Development of Adventist lifestyle
» Development of Adventist theology
» General Adventist history

Mission and Ministry Studies

» Analysis of the biblical, theological, and theoretical basis for
mission

» Evangelization of unreached people groups and urban
population clusters

 Leadership development for effective church growth, ministry,
and evangelistic strategies

« Study of world religions and secularism as a missionary challenge

New Testament Studies

» Development of the Christian community in the first and
second centuries

 History and praxis of New Testament exegesis and theology

* Intertestamental and New Testament backgrounds, both Jewish
and Graeco-Roman

» Language and literature: text, canon, critical introduction, and
cognate literature

Old Testament Studies

» Archaeology (periods, sites, methodology, and field work) and his-
tory of antiquity (Israel and the Ancient Near Eastern languages)

» Exegesis and theology (Pentateuch, Former Prophets, Latter
Prophets, and Writings)

» Language and literature (Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic, other
Ancient Near Eastern languages); LXX and other ancient
versions; and Old Testament textual criticism

Theological Studies

« Christian ethics, comprising ethical theory and professional,
personal, and social ethics

 Historical theology, examining the origin and development of
theological concepts and trends

 Philosophical theology

» Systematic theology, embracing the biblical and doctrinal
aspects of theological thought

Each area of study is to be supplemented with one of the
cognate areas listed below. The cognate should be taken in a
department other than the one which offers the major area of



* Biblical Archaeology and History of Antiquity
* Christian Ministry
» Church History
* Mission
* New Testament
* Old Testament
* Religious Education
» Theology
 Area selected from approved graduate-level studies

The PhD: Religion program builds on expertise and training
developed in approved master's programs. It provides individuals
equipped with skills and methods appropriate to genuine
scholarship to do original and responsible research, and it
promotes the proficient application of sound and valid principles
of biblical interpretation and historic research. It seeks to acquaint
students with the Judeo-Christian heritage and the findings of
various branches of biblical scholarship and communicates the
religious and ethical values of that heritage as found in Scripture
and as understood by conservative Christians, in general, and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, in particular.

This degree is not earned by the mere accumulation of credits.
It is conferred on those who demonstrate clearly and capably, in
written and oral form, mature and independent research marked






have been taken, the candidate must register for GSEM888
every semester, and pay a continuation fee ($100.00) until the
dissertation is completed and the defense held, or until the
limit has expired.
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«'The alsse Mtation prepared by the PhD candidate must

1. Make an original contribution to scholarship.

2. Bemonstrate the*candidate's competence to do independent
research.

3. Reveal the candidate's familiarity with and proficiency in
handling the pertinent literature.

4. Present a logically organized, methodologically sound, and
readable account of the investigation, findings, conclusions,
and implications of the study.
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Candidates' oral defense of thelr d|s§ertat|0ns normally cannot

be made earlier than 12 months after passing the comprehensive
examinatfons. The date is setand advertised by the director of the
PhD-ThD programs.

The oral defense is conducted by the dissertation defense
committee and is held no later than four weeks before the degree
is conferred.

Questions at the oral defense concentrate on the dissertation
and its area of investigation. The questions are designed to test the
candidate's ability to defend the concepts and data of the dissertation
and to examine significant related material. The candidate should
demonstrate an understanding of the larger context in which his/her
dissertation lies.

To pass the oral defense, candidates must receive a vote of
approval from at least four of the five examiners. The committee
votes in one of the following ways:

1. Acceptance of the dissertation as presented

2 Acceptance of the dissertation subject to minor revisions

3. Acceptance of the dissertation subject to major revisions

4. Rejection of the dissertation.

Normally, rejection of a dissertation terminates the
student's doctoral candidacy, but the PhD-ThD Committee
may consider whether to allow him/her to prepare and submit
another dissertation and what specific requirements would
apply (including possible further course work and additional
comprehensive examinations).

After the defense. After the defense

 The student makes all corrections.

» The deadline for dissertations to be submitted to the
Dissertation Secretary with the signed approval page is no later
than Wednesday, 10 days before graduation.

Strict adherence to this deadline is essential or graduation is
postponed.
For more detailed guidelines and scheduling see the PhD in

Religion Handbook. A copy may be accessed online at: www.

andrews.edu/SEM/Articles/PhD/PhD-Handbook.pdf.

Roy E. Gane, Director

The primary purpose of advanced academic studies leading to the
Doctor of Theology (ThD) degree is to provide teacher-scholars in
the fields of biblical and theological studies for the Seventh-day
Adventist Church—primarily its institutions of higher learning
(colleges, seminaries, universities) around the world. This
academic degree meets the need of individuals in areas of the
world where a ThD is the preferred academic degree. The normal
doctorate in religion is the PhD.

The ThD program is offered in two fields of study with areas of
emphasis as listed below.

Biblical Studies
Archaeology and History
Exegesis and Theology
Languages and Literature

Theological Studies
Historical Theology
Systematic Theology

A minimum of two academic years of formal course work or
not fewer than four semesters of full-time study at 12 credits per





