
ecclesiology are investigated in the context of the church and 
leadership. The module also pursues further development and 
application of essential leadership practices. Practical focus 
on administrative skills is initiated. Prerequisite: CHMN747 
Leadership and Church Management. (�)



Graduate Certificates in Religious Education
A graduate certificate program is a focused group of courses with a 
coherent knowledge base in one field of specialization. Courses in the 
program are regular graduate courses that are fully transferable into 
Religious Education graduate degree programs and other graduate 
programs where these courses are applicable to the curriculum.

Religious Education currently offers two 12-credit graduate 
certificate programs: Family Life Education and Campus Spiritual 
Leadership. The successful completion of a graduate certificate 
program is noted on the student’s transcript.

Admission and Time Limit
The same admission processes and standards are used in graduate 
certificate programs as are used for master’s degree programs, 
except that the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) is not required. The 
time for completion of a certificate program should not exceed five 
years from first enrollment.

Delivery System
Courses in the graduate certificate programs are offered as summer 
intensives on a two-year rotation. Each intensive requires pre-
campus and post-campus work. Pre-campus syllabi are posted on 
our website (www.andrews.edu/SEM/reled) in February of each 
year. At least two courses are offered back-to-back each summer, 
allowing a student to complete the sequence over a two-summer 
period.

Graduate Certificate: Family Life Education
The Graduate Certificate in the Family Life Education program is 
designed for pastors, family ministries directors, and lay leaders 
who want to help foster or support strong families in the church 
and in the community through teaching in seminars, classes, small 
groups, and retreats.

Courses are based on the content areas endorsed by the 
National Council on Family Relations (NCFR) and recognized by 
the Adventist Association of Family Life Professionals (AAFLP). 
Specific courses are approved and applicable to the certification 
processes of these professional organizations.

Prerequisites
•	 Bachelor’s degree
•	 EDPC520 Psychological Development: Life Span or equivalent
•	 Positive character references

Graduate Certificate in Family Life Education 
Requirements
RLED610, 620, 655, 658. Select one elective from RLED635, 
657, 659, 679; CHMN518 or 575
TOTAL credits for Graduate Certificate—12

Graduate Certificate: Campus Spiritual 
Leadership
The Graduate Certificate in Campus Spiritual Leadership is 
designed for professionals with responsibility for some aspect of 
the spiritual growth of students on Christian or public campuses. 
Typical applicants would be pastors, youth pastors, chaplains, 
Bible teachers, principals, residence hall deans, student services 

directors, lay leaders of youth and young adult ministries, and 
youth and education directors.

The classes are set up to examine the broad principles of 
campus ministry, at the same time allowing those with specific 
interest in the public or Christian campus to focus their research, 
assignments, and field work on the setting of their choice. In some 
classes there are breakout sessions focusing on either the public or 
Christian setting, and participants are free to join the sessions of 
their choice.
	 The curriculum for this graduate certificate was developed with 





•	 Have 16 undergraduate or graduate credits in education.
•	 Show promise of future usefulness to church and society.
•	� Demonstrate the ability to handle doctoral-level work in 

English. See proficiency standards in the Graduate Programs 
Admission section, p. 45.

•	� Complete and return the Sixteen Personality Factor 
Questionnaire as directed.

Time to Apply. While early applications are recommended, 
the deadlines for application to the PhD in Religious Education 
program are as follows:
•	� For North American students: three months prior to the 

anticipated starting date.
•	� For non-North American students: six months prior to the 

anticipated starting date.

Items to Submit. In addition to submitting the items required of 
all graduate students (see pp. 313–315), applicants to the PhD in 
Religious Education must also submit
•	� A 600-word statement of purpose, which includes their mission 

statement, a description of the journey that created a desire 
to pursue doctoral studies, and a vision of the professional 
accomplishments they foresee.

•	� A 200-300 word description of their area of interest for 
dissertation research and an explanation of this choice.

•	� A significant research paper (term paper, thesis, or research 
report), normally written during the master’s level studies. This 
paper should give evidence of the applicant’s ability to carry 
out research and to present the results and conclusions of such 
work in standard English and in an acceptable style.

Prerequisites. Students entering the PhD in Religious Education 
program should have a foundation in research methods of 
education and psychology and in basic statistics as evidenced 
by EDRM505 and EDRM611 or their equivalents. As part of 
the conceptual framework for the religious education program, 
EDFN500 and RLED605 are required.

Curriculum Requirements
Curriculum Framework and Courses
Christian Apologist—5–6
	 RLED850; elective
Pastor-Teacher—5–6
	 Electives in psychology, curriculum and instruction
Servant Leader—3
	 Elective in administration or leadership
Researcher-Evaluator—24
	 RLED887; two research methodologies;
	 Dissertation: GSEM854 or EDRM880, RLED995
Maturing Christian—2
	 RLED830
Lifelong Scholar—3
	 RLED878, 950
Area of Concentration—21
	 Electives
TOTAL credits for PhD in Religious Education—64

Research Requirements
Research is a major component of the PhD in Religious Education 
program.
	 RLED887 is required.
	� Students should also select two methodologies from the 

following list:
	 EDRM612 (Statistics II)

	 EDRM613 (Statistics III)
	 EDRM604 (Survey and scale development)
	� EDRM605 (Qualitative research) or EDCI636 (Program 
		  Evaluation)
	 HIST650 (Historical methodology) 
	 At the time of their topic approval, students must show 
competency in the proposed research methodologies of their 
dissertation research. The research project from the course 
RLED887 Applied Research is an appropriate way to demonstrate 
this competency.

Curricula for Concentrations
Courses for the concentrations and, in one case, language 
prerequisites for a concentration are listed below:
•	 Christian formation and discipleship:
	�





the teaching mandates of the Gospel Commission and Adventist 
Church.

RLED615	 (2–3)
The Pastor and the Adventist School
From the perspective of the pastor’s role, deals with issues related 
to goals and long range planning, organizational structures, 
financial resources, church growth, teacher-parent relationships, 
and promotion and support of Adventist education.

RLED620	 (0)
Professional Development
Represents student initiatives for developing sustainable habits of 
scholarship including such things as attendance at special-event 
lectures, and professional conferences, reading professional or 
scholarly journals; and maintaining a vibrant spiritual life. DG 
will be given until experiences are documented in the portfolio. 
Graded S/U.

RLED635	 (3)
Professional Ethics in Family Life Education
Explores theological foundations and ethical responsibilities in 
marriage and family life, and reviews ethical guidelines for the 
family life education profession.

RLED648	 (1–3)
Workshop:                    
Examination and application of principles and strategies in 
Religious Education. Repeatable. Graded S/U.

RLED655	 (3)
Families in Society
An introduction to family life education, and the mission and 
methods of family ministry within a leadership perspective.

RLED657	 (3)
Family Law and Public Policy
An introduction which identifies social problems affecting families 
and how family law and public policies relate to social services for 
children and families.

RLED658	 (3)
Internal Dynamics of Families
A study of family systems theory and its application to key issues 
in internal family dynamics.

RLED659	 (3)
Human Sexuality
An understanding of the development and maintenance of 
interpersonal relationships, and a study of the character and 
quality of human social conduct. Also examines human sexuality, 
and studies the physiological, psychological, emotional, and social 
aspects of sexual development and the Christian’s response to this 
God-given gift.

RLED664	 (3)
Campus Ministry
Examines the vision, goals and implementation strategies for 
campus ministry through an understanding of organizational 
behavior, and mobilization of student leadership. Group strategies, 
relationship building and networking, and working with Adventist 
resources are emphasized. Breakout sessions focus on public and 
Christian campuses to meet needs of professionals in both settings.






