
30	 Thu	 Spring semester ends

May
2	 Sat	 Dedication service, 4–5:30 pm
3	 Sun	 Commencement
10	 Sun	 New student orientation, 8:30 am–12 pm

Academic Programs Credits
Graduate Certificates
	 Campus Spiritual Leadership
	 Family Life Education
MA: Religion
	 Archaeology and History of Antiquity
	 Biblical and Cognate Languages
	 Church History
	 Intertestamental (Jewish) Studies
	 Jewish and Muslim Faiths
	 Mission Studies
	 New Testament Studies
	 Old Testament Studies
	 Theological Studies
MA: Religious Education
	 Campus Spiritual Leadership
	 Family Life Education
	 Secondary Education
MTh: Master of Theology
	 Christian Ministry
	 Church History
	 New Testament
	 Old Testament
	 Theology and Christian Philosophy
	 World Mission
PhD: Doctor of Philosophy
	 Adventist Studies
	 Mission and Ministry Studies
	 New Testament Studies
	 Old Testament Studies
	 Theological Studies
PhD: Religious Education
	 Christian Formation and Discipleship
	 Theological Curriculum and Instruction
	 Customized
ThD: Doctor of Theology
	 Biblical Studies
		  Archaeology and History
		  Exegesis and Theology
		  Languages and Literature
	 Theological Studies
		  Historical Theology
		  Systematic Theology

12

32

32

52
32

64

64

64

Interdisciplinary Programs Credits
MSA: Master of Science in Administration
	 Church Administration
		�  Offered by the School of Business 

Administration. See p. 251.
	 International Development	
		�  Joint program offered by the International 

Development Council. See p. 82–84.

33–34
33

34

Professional Programs Credits
MA Pastoral Ministry
	 General Program
	 Hispanic Ministry
MA Youth Ministry	
MDiv: Master of Divinity
	� MDiv students may use their elective credits to 

develop any of a large number of emphases. See 
p. 321.

DMin: Doctor of Ministry
	 African American Ministry
	 Chaplaincy
	 Evangelism and Church Growth
	 Family Ministry
	 Global Mission Leadership
	 Leadership
	 Pastoral Ministry
	 Preaching
	 Urban Ministry

48

48
92–107

32

Mission
We are a learning and worshiping community of culturally 
diverse people, called to serve our Creator God, the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, our congregations and our world by preparing 
faithful and effective leaders to make disciples of all nations and 
proclaim the everlasting gospel of Jesus Christ in the setting of 
the three angels' message of Revelation 14.

Core Values

Faithfulness with expectation
•	



•	� Mentoring others in knowing and following their call and 
vocation.

Service with passion
•	� Leading with a servant's heart to equip others for service
•	� Striving with passion to reach the lost, serve the poor, and grow 

the church
•	� Valuing creation and our call to be stewards in all areas of life.

Accreditation and Authorization
The Association of Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada has granted accreditation to the Master of Arts, Master 
of Arts in Pastoral Ministry, Master of Arts in Youth Ministry, 
Master of Divinity, Master of Theology, Doctor of Ministry, 
Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of Theology degrees.

Objectives
Each program of the Seminary is committed to the following 
general objectives:
•	 to furnish the Seventh-day Adventist Church with competent, 
	 highly motivated and consecrated pastors and church workers 
	 for service in the worldwide mission of the church
•	 to equip men and women for the various phases of ministry 
	 with sound methods, principles, and procedures of biblical 
	 interpretation and scholarship 
•	� to provide a firm basis for an intellectual and spiritual 

understanding of religion, morality, and ethics as set forth in 
the Bible (accepted as the propositional word of God) and as 
understood in Christianity in general and the Adventist Church 
in particular

•	 to transmit a belief in the relevance of biblical faith and 
	 teaching to modern men and women and to their preparation for 
	 the future kingdom
•	 to develop skills required for effectively proclaiming biblical 
	 faith through preaching, teaching, writing, and leadership in 
	 corporate worship and all phases of church life
•	 to teach methods and procedures for leading a congregation or 
	 group to accomplish its own task of disseminating the faith by 
	 word and deed
•	 to encourage the development of professional and pastoral 
	 skills necessary to create an atmosphere of mutual care within 
	 the Christian community in order that harmony and unity may 
	 be maintained, the common good fostered, and Christian 
	 commitment deepened
•	 to encourage appreciation for other cultures, sympathetic 
	 understanding of customs different from one's own, and 
	 responsiveness to change
•	 to promote personal involvement in the spiritual life of the 
	 Seminary community, to aid in the formation of a strong 
	 devotional life, to inspire a profound deepening of the student's 
	 vocation and commitment to serve God and humanity in 
	 harmony with the teachings set forth in Scripture as understood 
	 by the Adventist church
•	 to foster, within the Adventist framework, a stimulating 
	





Student Lifestyle. Continuance in a seminary program is based 
not only on academic achievement but also on an ongoing lifestyle 
reflecting Seventh-day Adventist principles in character and conduct.

English Language Requirements. 



Graduate Record Examinations. Students applying to the 
professional ministerial degree programs (Master of Divinity, 
Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry, Master of Arts in Youth 
Ministry, and Doctor of Ministry) should provide transcripts 
of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) General Test only 
when requested. Applicants to seminary academic graduate 
programs must request that a transcript of the GRE examination 
(taken within the past five years) be sent directly to the Graduate 
Admissions Office.

Orientation. All new students are required to attend the Fall 
orientation program. Students who begin in the summer have a 
short orientation on the day before summer school begins. The 
main orientation session starts the Wednesday of the week before 
autumn semester classes begin and continues through Monday. 
New students starting either in the summer or autumn terms 
should plan to attend this main session. A separate orientation, 
including an intensive course, is conducted for students entering 
the in-ministry delivery system of the MDiv program. See the 
Seminary Calendar, p. 310, for specific dates for these orientation 
events.

Psychological Evaluation. Students from all Seminary programs 
are required to complete the Seminary’s program of psychological 
evaluation during their first fall semester of residency, or as 
designated by their programs. All graduating students must 
comply with the graduation requirements of their respective 
programs, including exit testing.

Academic Policies Applying to All Programs

Class Loads and Enrollment Status. The number of credits 
required for full- and part-time enrollment status in seminary 
programs is listed below.

Program Full-time Part-time
MDiv5



Study Contract Form with the course number from the department 
and a brief subject added to the course title to appear on the 
transcript. Requirements for independent study are determined by 
the guiding faculty member and may include readings, research, 
writing, and other learning experiences. A maximum of 8 credits 
may be approved for Independent Study in a degree program, and 
Independent Study courses normally are graded satisfactory or 
unsatisfactory. Additional guidelines are found on the contract form.

Directed Reading. Courses designated Directed Reading are 
for doctoral students. Students must arrange individually with 
a professor to take courses on this basis. These courses may be 
graded S/U.

Grade Changes. Grade changes are permitted only in case of 
computational error and must be made no later than the semester 
following the one in which the course was taken. A form must 
be completed by the teacher and signed by the dean before being 
taken to the Academic Records Office.

Worship Attendance. Regular and punctual attendance 
is required at all chapels for faculty, staff, and students in 
residence, except special students registered for 7 credits or 
fewer, and faculty who have assignments off campus or are on 
an approved research term. Student requests to be excused from 
this requirement should be addressed to the seminary chaplain in 
writing.Attendance is also required at special assemblies. Regular 
worship attendance is a graduation requirement for students in 
residence.

Final Exams. The times and dates for final examinations are set 
by the University and the Seminary at the beginning of every 
term. Students are expected to adhere to those dates and to 
integrate them into their planning calendar. The only exceptions to 
the prescribed dates are illness or dire emergency. Such exceptions 
must be approved in writing by the Seminary Associate Dean's 
office. Personal plans, family events, church activities, and the 
like do not qualify for a change of date.

Residency Requirements. Residency requirements for seminary 
programs appear in the respective program descriptions.

Time Limits on Degrees. For time limits applying to seminary 
degree programs, see the respective program descriptions below. 
Students who violate the respective time limits must petition the 
dean for an extension of time, giving reasons for the request and 
submitting plans for completion of the work. Petitions may be 
granted by the dean and may require additional qualifying or other 
examinations, additional course work, or both.

Transfer Credit. For limits on credits that may be transferred into 
the respective seminary programs, see each program description 
below.

PROGRAMS
The Master of Divinity degree program provides basic post-graduate 
professional preparation for ministry with a broad exposure to all 
fields of theological study. The program applies biblical, historical, 
educational, linguistic, theological, philosophical, ethical, 
missiological, pastoral, and evangelistic instruction to the practical 
work of the church. Practical field experience is a vital part of this 
program.
	 The Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry degree program offers 
professional training to mature pastors experienced in ministry. 

Normally such persons are unable to leave their parish and come to 
the Seminary campus for extended periods of time. The Seminary 
provides the major part of this professional training at off-campus 
centers in North America and various international sites.
	 The Master of Arts in Youth Ministry degree is a professional 
program designed to equip men and women with competencies 
needed for an effective ministry to youth and young adults in 
local church and para-church settings. The program is focused on 
teaching, evangelizing, discipling, and counseling adolescents.
	 The Master of Arts in Religion provides an opportunity for 
one year of specialized study beyond the baccalaureate degree. 
It is offered with these orientations: (1) the research orientation 
designed for students who plan further graduate work, and (2) the 
general academic orientation giving students a strong background 
in a specific area of religious studies.
	 The Master of Theology degree requires one year of full-time, 
specialized study beyond the MDiv degree. This program gives 
qualified students an opportunity for graduate study and research 
in one particular area of theological study with appropriate minors.
	 The Doctor of Ministry is a professional, post-MDiv degree for 
individuals qualified to pursue advanced study. This degree provides 
experienced pastors with additional expertise in the areas of Pastoral 
Ministry, Mission Studies, and Evangelism and Church Growth.
	 The Doctor of Philosophy degree in religion, based on the 
Master of Arts in Religion, prepares teacher-scholars in the fields 
of New Testament Studies, Old Testament Studies, Theological 
Studies, Adventist Studies, and Mission and Ministry Studies for 
colleges and seminaries operated by the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church around the world.
	 The Doctor of Theology degree, based on the Master of 
Divinity degree, trains teacher-scholars in the fields of biblical 
studies and theology for service in the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. 

Completion of a seminary program does not guarantee 
employment.

J. Michael Harris, Director

The Master of Divinity program is recommended as the basic 
training for Adventist ministry by the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists and the North American Division. It is 
a three-year professional program beginning in the summer or 
autumn semester of each year. Students can complete the 92-credit 
program in seven semesters with summers free. However, the 
Seminary schedule is so arranged that MDiv students who have 
no deficiencies and who have adequate financial support may 
accelerate their studies by taking seven semesters in sequence, 
including summers, and complete the program in less than three 
years.

Conceptual Framework
The theological presuppositions which govern the Master of 
Divinity program are as follows:

Knowing
•	� “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the 

knowledge of the holy is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10
•	� “In a knowledge of God all true knowledge and real 

development have their source.” Education, p. 14.

MDiv: Master of Divinity
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