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Students are expected to know the rules that govern academic
matters. This bulletin presents answers to general questions
regarding academic policies. Students with special problems and
circumstances should consult the dean or program coordinator
of the school that interests them. Responsibility for meeting
degree requirements rests upon the student. Each student is
expected to be aware of all relevant requirements published in
the bulletin under which he/she plans to graduate. The bulletin in
force when one first registers is the binding document between
the student and the university. However, a student may request
permission to meet the requirements of another bulletin in force
during his/her years at the university. The student's freedom to
choose the bulletin under which he/she will graduate is limited.
Undergraduates should see the section "Student's Governing
Bulletin” (p. 35). Graduate students should see "Residency
Requirements and Time Limits" (pp. 48, 49).
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The admission of candidates, their femaining as students, their
status, the awarding of academic credits, and the granting of
degrées are all Subject td"the ondifTary regulatory powers of
the university. It reserves the right to cancel, at its discretion,
any of these privileges for reaspns considered sufficient by the
administration.
School deans reserve the right to review their students' grades
periodically. Together with the|faculty, they may also recommend
that students performing unsatisfactorily should discontinue their
degree programs.
The disciplinary authority of|the university president is
absolute. The vice presidents, deans, and other officers are
responsible for specific cases and in restricted areas.
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The provisiohs of this Bulletin are not to Be régarded as an

irrevocable contract between the student and the university. The
university reserves theright to tThange any provision or requirement
at any time within the student's term of residence. All regulations






teacher must send a message to the class with directions. If
after 10 minutes no message has been received, students may
leave without penalty. If teacher tardiness persists, students have
the right to notify the department chair, or if the teacher is the
department chair, to notify the dean.

Class Absences.



Commencement Services. On-campus commencement services
occur in May and August. Students who receive December
conferral of their degrees have the option of participating in the
May commencement services.

Graduation in Absentia. At the time of application for
graduation/marching, students must indicate whether or not they
plan to participate in the ceremony. Those who complete all
degree requirements and choose to graduate in absentia forfeit
their right to participate in a later graduation ceremony. Those
who participate in a graduation ceremony before completing

all degree requirements under the terms specified below may
not participate for a second time when they complete their
requirements.
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Gradliation céremonies are intended to recognize stidents who
have completed all degree requirements and to celebrate their
achievements. Students who are nearly cdmpleted with their
degree requirements are also permitted to march and participate in
the celebration within guidelines designed to maintain integrity of
the degree-awarding process.

Upon submission of their Application for Graduation/Marching
by the published deadline, students are authorized academically
to participate in graduation ceremonies when they meet one of the
following criteria:

1. Following registration for the term culminating in a Spring
or Summer graduation ceremony, they fall within one of the
following categories:

a. Undergraduate students who lack no more than 6 semester
credits for degree completion and meet both overall and
major GPA requirements. Credits lacking include I's, DG's
and unregistered work.

or

b. Graduate or undergraduate students who lack only
completion of an unregistered practicum or internship or
student teaching requirement which could be expected to be
completed before the next graduation event.

or

¢. Master of Divinity students who lack no more than 6 semester
credits for degree completion, including practical field work
courses. Credits lacking include I's, DG's and unregistered work.

2. Master or Specialist students without a thesis or project option
who have been advanced to degree candidacy, lack no more
than 4 semester credits for completion and by the official
deadlines have met all other graduate degree requirements,
including passing comprehensive exams (if required in the
program). Credits lacking include I's, DG's and unregistered
work.

3. Master or Specialist students with a thesis or project option
who have completed all coursework, passed comprehensive
exams (if required), and obtained approval of their thesis/
project by the appropriate graduate committee, but have yet to
file the thesis/project, as required. Notification of thesis/project
approval must reach the Academic Records Office no later than
11:30 a.m. on Friday, one week before graduation.

4. Doctoral students who have completed all coursework, have
met all graduate degree requirements, including passing
comprehensive exams, and no later than four weeks before the
graduation ceremony obtain approval of the appropriate graduate
committee following successful defense of their dissertation/
project (if required in the program), with one of the following
results: "Accept the dissertation/project as defended" or "Accept
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the dissertation/project with minor revisions." For candidates
whose result is "Accept the dissertation/project with major
revisions," written notification from their committee that they
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