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ACCREDITATION AND AUTHORIZATION
The Association of Theological Schools in the United States

and Canada has granted accreditation to the Master of Arts,
Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry, Master of Arts in Youth
Ministry, Master of Divinity, Master of Theology, Doctor of
Ministry, Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of Theology degrees.

OBJECTIVES
Each program of the Seminary is committed to the following

general objectives:
• to furnish the Seventh-day Adventist Church with competent, 

highly motivated and consecrated pastors and church workers 
for service in the worldwide mission of the church

• to equip men and women for the various phases of ministry 
with sound methods, principles, and procedures of biblical 
interpretation and scholarship 

• to provide a firm basis for an intellectual and spiritual 
understanding of religion, morality, and ethics as set forth in the 
Bible (accepted as the propositional word of God) and as 
understood in Christianity in general and the Adventist Church 
in particular

• to transmit a belief in the relevance of biblical faith and 
teaching to modern men and women and to their preparation for 
the future kingdom

• to develop skills required for effectively proclaiming biblical 
faith through preaching, teaching, writing, and leadership in 
corporate worship and all phases of church life



The Seminary Distance Education Center also coordinates some
courses offered as part of the In-Ministry delivery system for the
MDiv degree. See p. 295 for more information.

Course Offerings. For a list of current course offerings see the
Center website (www.andrews.edu/SEM/DEC).

Registration Procedure. To register for a course request a regis-
tration form from the Seminary Distance Education Center.

Guided Tours. Under the auspices of the Seminary, the university
offers guided tours for course credit. These courses include
GSEM570 and GSEM578.

Archaeological Field Work. In 1968 under the direction of
Siegfried H. Horn, the university initiated an archaeological 
excavation at the site of Hisban (Heshbon) in the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan. Excavation continued for five seasons, the
last in 1976. In 1984 the Institute of Archaeology expanded its
work to a larger region, renaming its consortium the Madaba
Plains Project. The project now sponsors excavations at 
Tall al-`Umayri, Tall Jalul, and other hinterland sites, and conducts
an extensive archaeological survey of the entire region.

OTHER ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS
Study Term in Jerusalem. Each spring the Seminary offers
courses at the Jerusalem Study Center which is operated by the
Biblical Research Institute of the General Conference. The Old
Testament and New Testament departments alternate responsibili-
ties for offering selected subjects. A seminary faculty member
directs the program. Some of the courses offered meet 
requirements of the MDiv program, and others are general 
electives. The program includes touring biblical sites. Family
members may accompany students. For further information, 
students may contact the department (Old or New Testament)
which coordinates the program for the term they plan to attend.

Urban Ministry Term. For an experience in urban studies and
ministry, students may participate in the Urban Mission and
Ministry program offered every other year in conjunction with the
Greater New York Van Ministry Center or another inner city 
ministry. A full load of courses, including field work, is offered by
a seminary faculty member and other urban ministry specialists.
The program emphasizes contextualized mission, church planting,
ethnic diversity, urban demographic analysis, and 
strategic planning. Students learn ways to impact the cities where
almost 50 percent of the world's population now live. For further
information, contact the Department of World Mission or the
Department of Christian Ministry.

ASOR Study Center Opportunities. Andrews University is a 
corporation member of the American Schools of Oriental
Research. Seminary and post-graduate students may attend the



Since students in the MDiv program may be encouraged to start
in the summer term, applications for the MDiv program should be
received by December 31 of the previous year. Acceptance letters
to MDiv applicants are sent out after February 1.

PhD and ThD applicants for autumn semester must submit appli-
cation materials by January 15. A limited number of students may be
admitted for the summer term, in which case they would need to sub-
mit all application materials by November 30 of the previous year.

Minimum GPA for Admission. The minimum GPAs required for
admission to seminary programs are listed below. Transfer credits
are not counted in the GPA.

2.50 MDiv, MA in PMin, MA in YMin
2.60 MA (Religion, Religious Education)
3.00 MTh
3.25 DMin
3.50 PhD, ThD

Recommendation Forms and Statement of Purpose. Applicants
to all seminary programs need to have three recommendation
forms sent directly to the Graduate Admission Office. The forms
should be completed by persons well acquainted with the appli-
cant's abilities and recent experience. The length of the statement
of purpose and the kind of recommendations needed are listed on
the following page.

Master of Divinity Program
• Recommendations

1. A college religion department (if a theology graduate of an 
SDA college within the past five years)

2. A local board of a church where the applicant is a member or 
was engaged actively in some form of ministry for at least one 
year. Recommendation should be signed by the pastor or elder.

3. A person not included in the previous categories (preferably 
a church leader, pastor, administrator, or teacher). Applicants 
who do not qualify to obtain a recommendation from one or 
both of the first two categories must obtain additional 
recommendations from the third category.

• Statement of Purpose—350 words plus an autobiographical 
history based on questions provided in the admission package.

MA in Pastoral Ministry
• Recommendations

1. Conference administrator
2. Colleague in ministry
3. Local church elder

• Statement of purpose—350 words plus career history.

MA in Youth Ministry
• Recommendations

1. College teacher in the department of applicant's 
undergraduate major

2. A second college teacher
3. Church administrator or recent employer

• Statement of Purpose—350 words plus a professional vita.

Master of Arts in Religion
• Recommendations

1. College teacher
2. College teacher
3. Church administrator or recent employer

• Statement of Purpose—350 words

Master of Arts in Religious Education
• Recommendations

1. College teacher
2. Pastor of colleague in service
3. Church administrator or recent employer

• Statement of Purpose—350 words

Master of Theology
• Recommendations

1. Seminary teacher
2. Seminary teacher
3. Church administrator or recent employer (three seminary 

teachers if not recently employed)
• Statement of Purpose—350 words

Doctor of Ministry
• Recommendations

1. Conference administrator
2. Colleague in ministry
3. Lay person

• Statement of Purpose—350 words plus career history

Doctor of Philosophy in Religious Education
• Recommendations

1. Adviser/teacher in applicant's MA or MDiv program
2. Teacher in applicant's MA or MDiv program
3. Administrator of applicant's employing organization or most





Worship Attendance. Regular and punctual attendance is
required at all chapels for faculty, staff, and students in residence,
except special students registered for 7 credits or fewer, and facul-
ty who have assignments off campus or are on an approved
research term. Student requests to be excused from this require-
ment should be addressed to the seminary chaplain in writing.

Special assemblies are held occasionally at which attendance
also is required.

Final Exams. The times and dates for final examinations are set
by the University and the Seminary at the beginning of every
term. Students are expected to adhere to those dates and to 
integrate them into their planning calendar. The only exceptions to
the prescribed dates are illness or dire emergency. Such 
exceptions must be approved in writing by the Seminary Associate
Dean's office. Personal plans, family events, church activities, and
the like do not qualify for a change of date.

Residency Requirements. Residency requirements for seminary
programs appear in the respective program descriptions.

Time Limits on Degrees. For time limits applying to seminary
degree programs, see the respective program descriptions below.
Students who violate the respective time limits must petition the
dean for an extension of time, giving reasons for the request and
submitting plans for completion of the work. Petitions may be
granted by the dean and may require additional qualifying or other
examinations, additional course work, or both.

Transfer Credit. For limits on credits that may be transferred into
the respective seminary programs, see each program description
below.

PROGRAMS
The Master of Divinity degree program provides basic post-

graduate professional preparation for ministry with a broad expo-
sure to all fields of theological study. The program applies biblical,
historical, educational, linguistic, theological, philosophical, ethi-
cal, missiological, pastoral, and evangelistic instruction to the
practical work of the church. Practical field experience is a vital
part of this program.

The Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry degree program offers
professional training to mature pastors experienced in ministry.
Normally such persons (if male) are ordained ministers unable to
leave their parish and come to the Seminary campus for extended
periods of time. The Seminary provides the major part of this 
professional training at off-campus centers in North America and 
various international sites.

The Master of Arts in Youth Ministry degree is a professional
program designed to equip men and women with competencies
needed for an effective ministry to youth and young adults in local
church and para-church settings. The program is focused on 
teaching, evangelizing, discipling, and counseling adolescents.

The Master of Arts in Religion provides an opportunity for 
one year of specialized study beyond the baccalaureate degree. It
is offered with these orientations: (1) the research orientation
designed for students who plan further graduate work, and (2) the
general academic orientation giving students a strong background
in a specific area of religious studies.


