
MATMaster of Arts in Teaching. The MAT program is an inter-
departmental curriculum for teachers who desire a combination of
professional preparation and subject-matter specialization in their
graduate study. A teaching certificate is required for graduation.
Degrees are offered in the Department of Teaching and Learning.

MA Master of Arts. The MA program is a one- or two-year 
program beyond the bachelor’s degree and is offered in all four
departments of the School of Education.

EdS Educational Specialist. The EdS program builds upon the
master’s degree in providing a more focused program of study,
generally taking a minimum of one year beyond the master’s
level.

EdD Doctor of Education and PhD Doctor of Philosophy. The
doctorate consists of course work and a dissertation, usually taking
a minimum of two years of work beyond the master’s level.

ADMISSION
Time to Apply. While early applications are recommended, the
deadlines for application to the School of Education are as follows:
• For North American students: three months prior to the 

anticipated starting date.
• For non-North American students: four months prior to the 

anticipated starting date.
• For students applying to the Department of Educational and 

Counseling Psychology: February 1.

Application Procedure. In addition to meeting the general
requirements for graduate admission as listed on pp. 39-41, appli-
cants to the School of Education should note the following GRE 
requirements.
• Official scores from the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) 

General Test taken within the last five years must be submitted. 
MA, MAT, and EdS students may be considered for provisional 
admission without these scores. MA and EdS students applying 
for the programs listed below must submit GRE scores before 
they are considered for any type of admission:
1. Educational and Developmental Psychology
2. Community Counseling
3. School Counseling
4. School Psychology

SCHOLARSHIPS/FINANCIAL AID
Named scholarships are allocated in the spring semester for the

following school year. Students wishing to apply for scholarships
should obtain an application form from the School of Education
dean’s office. The deadline for submitting applications is March 1.
Application forms for regular grants are also available from the
dean’s office. Applications for graduate assistantships should be
submitted to the chair of the department in which the student is



chair and committee may reconsider their commitment to the 
student’s dissertation.

After being deactivated, one must make a request to the
Graduate Programs Office for reinstatement before continuing in
the program. If it is granted, the student must meet the 
requirements of the bulletin in force at the time of reinstatement.
Doctoral students may be required to select a new dissertation
committee and/or topic.

Standards of Scholarship
• To remain in regular standing and to graduate, students must 

maintain the minimum GPA (on a 4.00 system) required below:
1. The MAT/MA: a minimum GPA of 3.00 in all courses for the 

degree and in all courses applied to the major/emphasis.
2. The EdS: a minimum GPA of 3.20 in all post-master’s 

courses for the degree and in all courses applied to the 
major/emphasis.

3. The EdD/PhD: a minimum GPA of 3.30 in all post-master’s 
courses (or post-specialist courses if EdS was received before 
admission to the doctoral program) for the degree and in all 
courses applied to the major/emphasis.

• Students whose cumulative GPA drops below the minimum in 
any given semester are placed on academic probation. Such 
students must work with their advisor to develop a schedule of 
courses that ensures raising the cumulative GPA above the 
required minimum in a timely manner (normally the following 
semester). The Graduate Programs Office must approve the 
plan. Students who fail to meet the terms of such a plan are 
asked to withdraw.

• No grade of D or F or U may count toward a degree. Courses 
with a grade less than a B- do not count toward the major or 
emphasis.

• If a student receives an unsatisfactory grade (normally a D or F), 
the course may be repeated once. However, both the original 
grade and the repeated grade are used in computing the GPA.

• Any student who receives a grade below B- (including U) in 
more than four courses in an MA program and in more than 
three courses (in addition to the four from the MA) in an 
EdS/EdD/PhD program is asked to withdraw.

• Students may not apply credits earned by examination toward a 
graduate degree.

• Candidates for the MA degree must pass comprehensive 
examinations and (if thesis option is chosen) formally defend a 
master’s thesis. Candidates for EdS degrees must pass compre-
hensive examinations. Candidates for PhD/EdD degrees must 
pass comprehensive examinations and formally defend a 
dissertation.

Satisfactory Academic Progress. See the Financial Information
section of this bulletin.

Transfer Credits. General requirements for transfer credits are
found on p. 45. In addition, graduate course work taken at any
Seventh-day Adventist college in the United States offering an
MA degree may transfer up to 50% of the minimum credits
required.

Time Limits. A student must complete the requirements for a
master’s degree normally within six years, but no more than ten
years from the beginning of the first semester of class work 
irrespective of admission classification. Course work taken more
than six years but less than ten years prior to the graduation year
must be updated in order to apply to the degree, if taken at
Andrews University. Transfer courses for which advanced credit
is requested must be taken within six years of the graduation year.

MASTER’S DEGREES (MA/MAT)
The master’s degrees (MA and MAT) prepare personnel for lead-

ership and specialized positions in education beyond the bachelor’s
degree. While additional specific departmental requirements are
described under the different departments, some general require-
ments are indicated below. Students are responsible for reading the
Academic Information section of this bulletin. Also, students should
consult the Handbook for Master’s Students or the Handbook for
Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Students and Faculty.

Admission to MA/MAT Programs. See the General Admission
Requirements and the Minimum Academic Standards for Admission
to Graduate Programs sections of this bulletin on pp. 39-41.

General Requirements (MA/MAT)
• Students are responsible to note the requirements in the 

Academic Information section of this bulletin on pp. 43-44.
• The candidate’s undergraduate background for advanced study 

must be approved by the department in which enrollment is 
sought. An applicant who receives provisional admission while 
having undergraduate deficiencies must remove these 
deficiencies with approved undergraduate or graduate credits 
before completing 50% of his/her course work. These credits do 
not apply to the degree program.

• Students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of 32-48 
credits (as determined by the program chosen). One-half of 
these credits must be in courses numbered 500 or above.

• MAT students must satisfactorily complete at least 12 credits in 
the area of emphasis required by their chosen program.

General Requirements (MA ONLY)
• The program must include EDFN500 and EDRM505.
• All MA students must pass a comprehensive examination after 

they are advanced to degree candidacy. The examination, which
is scheduled on specific dates each semester (see the School of 
Education academic calendar), consists of one 3-hour session 
and one 2-hour session. An Application for Advancement to 
Candidacy form is filed upon completion of 50% of the 
student’s course work.

Preparation and Presentation of a Thesis. To fulfill the thesis
option for a master’s degree, the student must write a thesis and
successfully defend it in an oral examination at an officially 
designated time and place. See Handbook for Master’s Students.

The format of the thesis must conform to the guidelines found
in the Andrews University Standards for Written Work.

Students elect to take either a thesis or non-thesis option. Those
who plan to take additional graduate study should elect to write a
thesis. Students who do not plan to pursue a specialist degree or a
doctoral degree may substitute 3 semester credits of course work
in the major area of emphasis in place of the thesis.

Guidelines for Practicums. Students in programs such as MAT
or MA in Reading which require certification endorsements must
take a practicum in accordance with these guidelines:

• Students should take the practicum experience toward the end
of their program after completing all required prerequisites.
• Students must submit an application to the Certification, Screen-

ing, and Petitions Committee before January 31 to be eligible to 
take the practicum experience the next academic year.

• The director of student teaching makes all arrangements for 
placement in schools.

• Students must make a pre-practicum visit to the school before 
placement is finalized.
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Transfer From One Program to Another. Acceptance into an
MA or MAT program in the School of Education does not include
the option of automatic transfer to another program at a subsequent
time. A student in one of the programs may be permitted to reapply
for the other degree program until the last day of the second 
semester. Upon application for transfer, advisors re-evaluate the 
student’s current program and make adjustments for the new degree
requirements. Following that re-evaluation, those courses which are
relevant to the second degree may be transferred.

PROGRESSION THROUGH THE MA/MAT DEGREE
PROGRAMS
Academic Advisement. Students initially contact their department
chair or program coordinator. Then, during the first semester of





dissertation or internship as defined by at least 24 hours a week 
or 720 hours per year; and having approval by the dissertation 
chair or internship supervisor that full-time work is being done.
Students may not take more than 16 credits during a semester.

Bulletin Requirements. A student may choose to meet the require-
ments of any bulletin in force after acceptance into the doctoral pro-
gram, as long as he/she maintains active status. If a break of enroll-
ment occurs and the student is placed on inactive status, he/she must
meet the requirements of a bulletin in effect after enrollment resumes.


