
TRANSFER CREDITS
A maximum of 24 transfer graduate credits, when applicable,

may be accepted from approved seminaries or universities upon
approval by the dean. Credits approved under the Credit Through
Learning in Professional Experience provision (see below) are
considered part of the maximum of 24 transfer credits.

MA IN YOUTH MINISTRY CURRICULUM
Seminary Core Courses 18
Spiritual Formation (2)
Biblical Studies (4)

Two courses in Old Testament and/or New Testament
Theology (4)

Two courses in Theology. THST644 recommended.
Church History (2)

One course in Church History: CHIS570 recommended.
Christian Ministry (4)

CHMN519, and one additional course in Conflict Resolution
or Church Leadership.

World Mission (2)
One course in World Mission.

Youth Ministry Emphasis Courses 16
CHMN520 Contextualized Preaching: Youth (2)
CHMN657 Counseling Youth and Young Adults (2)



of 32 credits. Only 500- and 600-level courses are accepted. The
purpose of this program is to provide specialized training within
the broader setting of the various disciplines of the Seminary.
Students may choose an area of emphasis from those listed below:
• Archaeology and History of Antiquity
• Biblical-Theological Studies (Affiliation and Extension Programs)
• Biblical and Cognate Languages
• Church History
• Intertestamental (Jewish) Studies 
• Jewish and Muslim Faiths
• Mission Studies
• New Testament Studies 
• Old Testament Studies
• Theological Studies

The MA in Religion degree with the research orientation is
designed to fulfill the needs of students planning further graduate
study in biblical studies, religion, or theology. The general 
academic orientation should fulfill the needs of students who plan
to engage in religious or secular endeavors which require a strong
background in an emphasis. The MA in Religion is offered both
on campus and at affiliation and extension centers outside the
United States. When offered at affiliation sites, the program may



may be retaken only once. A student who has completed 32 
credits but has not finished all degree requirements must register
for GSEM688 (no credit) until all requirements are met.

Advancement to Candidacy. Upon completion of 50 percent of
the course work, a student should apply for advancement to 
candidacy. Forms are available in the office of the director of the
MA program. The forms should be completed by the student and
approved by the director of the MA program and the dean of the
Seminary.

Time Limits. A student must complete the requirements for the
MA in Religion degree and graduate within six years of first
enrolling in the program regardless of admission classification.

Academic Advisement. The director of the MA in Religion 
program, in cooperation with department chairs, assigns academic
advisers in the student's area of specialization. The selection of
the remaining course requirements is monitored by the director.

Certification for Teaching. Students who plan to teach religion
in a Seventh-day Adventist academy or in a secondary school are
urged to consult as early in the program as possible with the 
director of the MA program and the university certification officer
regarding qualifying for SDA teaching credentials. See pp. 246,
247 for more information about recommended methods courses in
Bible teaching designed to meet the certification requirements.

AREAS OF EMPHASIS
Archaeology and History of Antiquity. OTST510, 604, 614.
Remaining courses to complete the 16 credits must be chosen
from GSEM570, NTST615, 635, 680, 684, 689, 690, OTST514,
605, 615, 630, 635, 690.

Biblical and Cognate Languages. OTST625 and one of the 
following: NTST608, 678, or 696. Remaining courses to complete
the 16 credits must be chosen from NTST606, 618, 626, 646, 665,
678, 690, 696, OTST545, 555, 558, 565, 612, 626, 654, 658, 659,
660, 680, 685, 690.

Church History. CHIS674 and any three from among 600, 640,
650, 655, 665. Remaining courses to complete the 16 credits may
include any other CHIS offerings, or GSEM578, or up to two
courses from among THST624, 625, 628, MSSN676.

Intertestamental (Jewish) Studies. NTST525, 635, 684 or 689.
Remaining courses to complete the 16 credits must be chosen
from NTST615, 618, 626, 680, 690, 696, OTST614, 625, 626,
627, 654, 659, 690.

Jewish and Muslim Faiths. OTST627. A course is to be chosen
from each of the following groups: Apologetics/comparative reli-
gion—MSSN530, 650, 660, or CHMN587; History—ANTH478,
CHIS630, or HIST450; Language/literature—OTST626, 654, 658,
or NTST626; Theology/Ethics—HIST450, OTST620, or
THST644.

Mission Studies. MSSN610 or 676. Remaining courses to 
complete the 16 credits must be chosen from MSSN.

New Testament Studies. An advanced course in language chosen
from among NTST608, 678, or 696; a course in New Testament
theology; a course in New Testament exegesis (in addition to
NTST678 if that course is taken to satisfy the language 

requirement); a course in New Testament backgrounds to be
selected from among NTST615, 635, 654, 680, 684, 689.
Remaining courses to complete the 16 credits must be chosen
from NTST courses or GSEM570, 610.

Old Testament Studies. OTST625; two courses in Exegesis; a
course in Archaeology and History of Antiquity. Remaining
courses to complete the 16 credits must be chosen from OTST
courses or GSEM570 or 610.

Theological Studies. Regardless of which sub-section of theolog-
ical studies is selected for emphasis—Systematic Theology,
Historical Theology, or Philosophy and Ethics—the following
courses are required: THST550, 619, and 624 or 628. Remaining
courses to complete the 16 credits must be chosen from THST
courses or GSEM534 or 610.

Electives. A student may select courses approved for academic
graduate degrees provided there is a correlation with the student's
chosen area of study.
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